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aligned with this administration; there 
is no secret about that. What we are 
saying as Democrats is real simple. 
The U.S. Congress needs to do its job to 
ferret out these abuses, find the people 
responsible, relieve them from duty, 
and hold these contractors responsible 
to the American taxpayers. That is not 
too much to ask. 

This Congress has been a lap dog. It 
has been a see-no-evil, hear-no-evil 
group, while one of the greatest abuses 
of the American taxpayer ever hap-
pened in the sands of Iraq, despite the 
tragic loss, which of course is a thou-
sand times worse of our men and 
women in Iraq. 

So the Democratic Real Plan for Se-
curity is that it is the job of Congress 
to hold the administration accountable 
to the American people, and the Amer-
ican taxpayer, and we will do that job 
at the right moment. So I am glad that 
you have brought this issue up. 

Mr. SCHIFF. I thank the gentleman. 
This was precisely the nature of the 
testimony in the committee. When I 
asked that question of the witnesses, 
who has been held accountable, it was 
really quite remarkable what hap-
pened. There was an incredible silence 
as the witnesses looked at me and then 
looked at each other, and then looked 
at me, and then looked at each other. 
And it seemed like an eternity before 
anyone could respond. 

And I said, your silence speaks vol-
umes. To me, and I expressed this to 
the committee, the only one who has 
been held accountable was General 
Shinseki, and he was accountable for 
speaking the truth. 

Now you mentioned the Truman 
Commission, and I was thinking about 
just the same thing when I was men-
tioning just a few moments ago that as 
part of our homeland security pillar we 
intend to implement the recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission. 

And probably not since that Truman 
Commission have we had a group of 
former Members and elected officials, 
experts on national security, come to-
gether and had such a credible work 
product that was so deserving of our 
respect, attention, and implementation 
as the 9/11 Commission, not since the 
Truman Commission. Would you agree? 

Mr. INSLEE. I certainly will. I will 
point out that Democrats do not claim 
to be the sole source of genius and wis-
dom in America. Republicans have 
great ideas too, and they did in the 9/11 
Commission, chaired by ex-Senator 
Kean of New Jersey, a Republican. He 
was one of the co-chairs of the commis-
sion. 

A group of Republicans and a group 
of Democrats got together and did an 
evaluation on what this country really 
needs to do. And they have since then, 
they have made their recommenda-
tions, have issued this score card to 
evaluate the administration’s perform-
ance to see whether those bipartisan 
recommendations have been imple-
mented. 

And if it was your son or daughter’s 
score card, the kid would not be going 

to any movies or watching any tele-
vision, because it was full of Ds and Fs. 
The most amazing part that is impor-
tant, I represent the area in Seattle, 
we have a huge port. And when I tell 
people that despite this bipartisan Re-
publican and Democrat recommenda-
tion to do screening of all of our con-
tainers coming in, of radiological ma-
terials, either a dirty bomb, the mak-
ings of a dirty bomb, or worst case sce-
nario, a fission bomb coming in 
through our containers, and we know 
the proliferation that has gone on in 
the last few years, when you report to 
people that despite that foreknowledge, 
the administration can only tell us a 
tiny little percentage of those are 
screened for radiological material, that 
is a sorry state of affairs. And there is 
no excuse for that failure. We have had 
a bipartisan consensus, at least on the 
commission, to get that job done. And 
the job simply has not been done. 

And the administration has had its 
eye off the ball of this major league 
threat. This is the big threat, by the 
way, at least in my estimation, and I 
think of the 9/11 Commission, of a dirty 
bomb or some day a fission product 
coming into this country. That is the 
real threat. 

By the way, it is probably 1,000 times 
more likely to be delivered in a con-
tainer coming through Los Angeles or 
Seattle or Boston or Gulfport, than 
coming in from 10 miles up in space in 
an ICBM that none of these countries 
have, at least at the moment. That is 
where the real threat is. 

But, instead, the administration has 
been off spending billions of dollars on 
the Star Wars Project, and refuses to 
do more than 3 or 4 percent of the con-
tainers, which is a known threat, which 
is a known vector of radiological mate-
rial; and they refuse to act. 

That is unconscionable. We Demo-
crats intend to implement a bipartisan 
approach to this, which is what was in 
this 9/11 Commission. And people can 
look it up. It is on the Internet. You 
can look at the report card. You know, 
I thought, I was hopeful after that re-
port card came out that the President 
would get his Cabinet together and 
hold that report card and say, what is 
going on here? This is absurd. I am 
President of the United States, the 
most powerful Nation in the world, and 
we are getting Fs on securing our 
ports, when we have got the technology 
to do this. 

I thought that he would do that. In-
stead, you know what he did? He 
walked around handing out Medals of 
Freedom to Paul Wolfowitz who got 
every decision you could possibly 
imagine wrong on Iraq. He told his 
homeland security people they are 
doing a great job, when 95 percent of 
the cargo is not screened coming into 
our ports. That is not a heck of a job. 
And he has failed to respond to that re-
port from this again bipartisan com-
mission in any way that I can fashion. 

That is one of the reasons Congress 
needs to act. There is a reason the 

framers set up a couple branches of 
government, so that when one branch 
was not doing the job, which right now 
is the executive, Congress can act. 

Mr. SCHIFF. If I can interrupt the 
gentleman, this has, I think, precisely 
been the problem. It has been a shared 
responsibility. There has been the fail-
ure of the executive to act promptly on 
the 9/11 Commission recommendations 
that have put us at risk, and most 
probably, I agree with you 100 percent, 
most prominently that risk is some-
thing coming in through our ports or 
on the back of a truck across the bor-
der that has nuclear material in it. 
That is, I think, the chief threat that 
we face. 

But it is a shared responsibility, be-
cause we here in Congress have done 
nothing about that. Because there has 
not been oversight of the executive; the 
majority has been allergic to doing 
oversight. I am on the investigations 
and oversight subcommittee of the 
International Relations Committee. 

We have had 6, 8, 10 hearings. The 
majority of them I believe have been 
on what, are they on overseeing prob-
lems within our own government? No. 
They have been on the United Nations. 
When you do not want to oversee what 
you are doing, what do you do, you 
oversee the United Nations. 

Now, admittedly the U.N. has got 
plenty of problems and is in desperate 
need of reform, but that cannot be the 
sole area of our oversight. We have had 
hearings in the subcommittee on Iraq, 
as our chairman recently pointed out. 
You know what it was on? How bad a 
man Saddam Hussein was. As I said at 
the outset of the hearing, I think we 
can stipulate that Saddam Hussein was 
a horrible man, was a tyrant, was a 
dictator, was guilty of crimes against 
humanity. That is not in dispute. 

But what we ought to be overseeing 
is whether we are implementing the 
9/11 Commission recommendations that 
make us safe; we ought to be inves-
tigating the Inspector General’s anal-
ysis that $9 billion in reconstruction 
funds in Iraq is unaccounted for. We 
ought to be looking into, this is some-
thing that has really troubled me, I 
raised it with the Secretary of Defense 
during our briefings, how is it that we 
continue to have problems with equip-
ment and material to protect our 
troops. 

How is that possible? I mentioned to 
the chairman of Armed Services that if 
this was a problem of production, my 
constituents would line up around the 
block to work on up-armoring vehicles, 
provide state-of-the-art body armor. 

There was no lack of will. But none 
of the country, other than those people 
in uniform and their families, have 
been asked to sacrifice at all. And we 
are desperate I think around the coun-
try to make a sacrifice to be part of 
the greater good and the greater effort 
protecting the country. We have not 
been asked to do it. The Congress has 
not asked. The President has not 
asked. We have not done the oversight 
to even ask the hard questions. 
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